DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL SPECIAL CALLED MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             JANUARY 27, 2026    10:00 AM 
The Dillon County Council held a Special Called Meeting on January 27, 2026 at 10:00 am in the County Council Chambers. Present were Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Brad Coward, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. Also present was Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, Betsy Finklea, Dillon County News LLC and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald. Not present was Tim Harper, County Administrator and Councilwoman Detrice Dawkins.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward <bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Stevie Grice called the meeting to order and presided over the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Stevie Grice led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilman Robbie Coward made a motion to approve the agenda. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.

ORDINANCES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
ORDINANCE NO. 26-01 – FIRST READING                                                                                          AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL AMENDING THE ZONING MAP CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT AND DEPICTED AS TAX MAP NO. 041-00-00-267, LOCATED AT 1913 MT. CALVARY ROAD, HAMER, SOUTH CAROLINA FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (GC) TO SINGLE AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (RS2)
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 26-01 First Reading. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                     Wayne Green Karate Studio requested donations. Stevie Grice donated $100.00, James Washington donated $150.00 and Dennis Townsend donated $100.00.
Warrior Alumni Association (Dillon Christian School) requested donations. Stevie Grice donated $100.00, Robbie Coward and Brad Coward gave personal donations of $100.00 each.
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES – PEE DEE RIVER CLEANUP           Coach Jackie Hayes thanked council for having a Special Called Meeting and introduced Mr. Andy Wicker who is the engineer and Ms. Bonnie Greenwood who handles the funds for DNR. Ms. Greenwood spoke concerning the Water Recreation Fund and the Game & Fish Programs. She stated that the Water Recreation Fund with the DNR annually brings in about 1.5 million dollars and then that  money is dispersed based on the number of registered votes in a particular county and the money is distributed out to all of the counties. The money is used for things such as construction of boat landings, boat watching sites and etc.  The Game & Fish Fund is funded through the wildlife fines for hunting within your county and any funds from a ticket or wildlife violation comes back to the county in the form of the Game & Fish Fund. The funds are used for everything from dove fields to equipment that DNR might need to use. The Game & Fish Fund normally brings in around $200,000.00 annually. The money can be requested by taking or sending the request to the legislative delegation and they vote on it and if it is approved, DNR controls the money but the money is spent within the county delegation. Dillon County has a request that was sent in in 2022 for the Little Pee Dee River debris removal and there is still $55,000.00 left. Dillon County has $42,900.00 left in the Water Recreation Fund. Dillon County has $82,569.00 left in the Game & Fish Fund. Ms. Greenwood left a packet with council that included a list of examples of things that the money could be used for. Councilman Dennis Townsend asked if the funds could be combined. She stated that combining funds typically occurs with a building or engineering project but they would need to take a look at what council would like to do and if they needed to do it, they could, but that the Water Recreation Fund was far more restricted than the Game & Fish. 
Mr. Andy Wicker spoke concerning the construction portion and said that he came prepared for a Q&A and told council to feel free to ask questions. He said that they typically like to see the facilities open 24/7 through day and night and also free to the public. He said their office was there to assist in the procurement and construction of the project. The funds are one hundred percent reimbursement and they rely on a county to procure the project and they can assist with the paperwork, design and various other things. He welcomed any questions from council members. The meeting concluded with a discussion concerning the Pee Dee River Cleanup and they discussed coming  up with a plan. Coach Jackie Hayes said that he would coordinate back and forth with DNR to help come up with a plan also.
ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                        Robbie Coward made a motion to Adjourn. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.

______________________________________
Dennis Townsend, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved

